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Connor 
Mentzer
Graduates 
and Enlists

by Liz Stevenson

by Kyle Carper

by Anthony Snapp

Connor Mentzer decided to graduate Belle-
fontaine High school early to go into the 
Army. Mentzer’s training will take place at 
Fort Benning in Columbus, Georgia. Basic 
Combat Training for all Military Occupa-
tion Specialties (MOS) in the Army lasts 10 
weeks. Since Connor will be going into the 
Infantry the training will last from 14 to 16 
weeks. 
 There are four phases of training 
that Connor will go through. First is Red 
phase. During these first three weeks, he 
will get introduced to the Army’s core 
values, weapon care, the Nuclear-Biologi-
cal-Chemical chamber, crowd dispersion, 
hand-to-hand combat, guerilla exercises, 
barrack inspections, marching, and fitness 
training. 
 Next is White phase (Weeks 4-5) 
known as the Rifleman Phase. The focus is 
on developing combat skills, with special 
emphasis on weapons and physical fitness 
training. Connor will also learn how to 
identify, track, target and engage targets 
with a rifle. In this phase he will prioritize 
multiple targets simultaneously, rappel the 
Warrior Tower, and train with a map and 
compass. 
 The final phase of basic is Blue or 
Warrior Phase (week 6-9). In this phase 
they focus on individual tactical train-
ing, leadership skills, self-discipline, and 
teamwork. It will also include challenges 
and tests that Connor must pass in order 
to graduate from Basic. Specifically, he will 
train in maneuvering and engaging targets 
as part of a team with additional weapons 
training: machine guns, grenade launch-
ers and mines. Connor will also have to 
pass The End of Cycle Test (EOCT): 212 
tasks, and the Army Physical Fitness Test 
(APFT), in order to graduate from basic. 
 The final week of Basic is about 
Soldiers and their families. After Connor 
finishes the final training events, he will 
receive a day with his family and friends 
to catch up. The next day, he will graduate 
then move on to his next phase of training 
(Advanced Individual Training, or AIT).  

The Class of 2020 is both relieved that the 
school year is halfway over, but also have 
mixed feelings for the upcoming gradua-
tion. 
 “So far this year has been pretty 
successful, I’ve been trying to improve my-
self financially along with other goals that 
I have been working on.” says senior Byron 
Sopher, who feels that this school year has 
gone fairly well and hopes for a good grad-
uation. 
 Many students in past years had 
a false impression that Senior year is sup-
posedly the easiest. Many students feel as 
though this is when they should be trying 
their hardest to impress colleges. Some 
Students are taking CCP classes in hopes to 
reduce the cost of future expenses. 
 Other students are still looking 
into options, or are planning on going into 

Bellefontaine High School offers a great 
service to its students through its Co-Op 
program. Through this, students are able to 
gain real-world skills and knowledge from 
the work force, giving them an advantage 
in the working world. 
 Senior Alanee Yaeger spoke very 
highly of the program, mentioning she is 
“satisfied with the co-op program.” Another 
very important aspect of the co-op pro-
gram is that it comes with a paycheck. This 
is what motivated senior Jason Miller: “It 
gets me out of school to make money.” 
Work study is a great opportunity for 
seniors who feel burned out and feel their 

Seniors Prepare 
for a Bittersweet 
Semester

Class of 2021: 
Consider Co-Op
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the military. Senior Kelsea Downing has 
enjoyed her senior year and is excited to 
join the Marines. 
 Many students are excited for 
what the future holds and doing what they 
can to have success.



by Ryan pool

This time of the year is very stressful for 
young football players who have not de-
cided where they will be continuing their 
career. National Signing Day will take place 
on Feb. 5. For athletes who are debating 
between multiple school or don’t have any 
offers, this is the final stretch to make an 
impression on a coach and change your life 
forever.   
 Students like Jacob Kidwell, Bran-
don Hayes, and Garrett Gross are among 
those nationwide trying to make a college 
decision. Once they sign their names on 
that piece of paper they have committed to 
that university. Ultimately this will be the 
place you begin your life as an adult.  
 Athletes must find the best fit for 
themselves, which you may never know 
until you are at the college. “It’s a stressful 
time it’s going to be one of the biggest de-
cisions I’ve ever had to make,” says Garrett 
Gross, former running back. Despite this 
being a huge and stressful decision it’s also 
an exciting not many people get the chance 
to make. 

The Lady Chiefs have had some ups and 
downs during the season but have still 
stayed on their feet and pushed through.  
“This season has been a fun and hardwork-
ing season,” says senior Lexxi Gorham. The 
varsity team is now 2-3 in the CBC and 7-7 
overall. Key players for this season have 
been senior Hannah Rader, leading the 
conference with 8.2 rebounds per game, 
and Lexxi Gorham shooting 23.5% from 
three. The Chiefs had a CBC matchup vs 
Ben Logan this past Wednesday and over-
came a close matchup winning 37-36. 

The swim team dove into their last home 
meet of the season at the Hilliker YMCA. 
This was a special event because Belle-
fontaine, Indian Lake, and Ben Logan 
combined their senior nights at their home 
pool. The BHS seniors celebrating their 
final swim met were Brandon Gamble, 
Quinton Bible, Preston Henry, Christian 
Keen, Maddi Jackson, Morgan Brugler, and 
our exchange student Pascaline Lakaye.
 Senior captain Maddie Jackson 
said, “This was a great way to end our 
season with a win at home and going into 
CBC’s in the next couple weeks. This gives 
us a lot of confidence going into the next 
couple weeks.” The swim team will compete 
in the CBC championship on Jan. 26. 

The very talented Bellefontaine High 
School Varsity competition squad have 
won the CBC competition for the third 
consecutive year, advancing them to states. 
The squad is coached by Haley Labatt and 
Andrea Simon.  
 For the last three years, the girls 
have been putting in hard work every Sun-
day night as well as the practices through-
out the week to keep their streak going. 
Winning CBC is not easy but the girls had 
hard work and dedication to help along 
the way. The last two years BHS have won 
CBC not only in the Kenton trail division, 
but overall in both divisions. This past year, 
the girls had doubts about whether they 
would be capable of keeping the streak with 
the success of Kenton Ridge and North-
western’s squads, but sure enough the hard 
work paid off and they won. 
 Coach Labatt says, “These girls 
have put in so much work and dedication, 
I ever had any doubts, they deserved this.” 
The crowd involvement is a huge part of 
the score sheet. Junior member Lauren 
Easton adds, “being close to home at Benja-
min Logan truly helped as we had a large 
crowd there to support us. It was amazing 
to see the love and support we got from 
family, friends, athletes, and teachers who 
came to watch us”.  
 The squad appreciated the support 
of the BHS men’s basketball team who were 
all in attendance. The chairs and floor in 
front of the mat were filled with BHS fans. 
Senior Lauren Carter says, “it’s the greatest 
feeling in the world and a great way to end 
our last year. I love this team”. BHS will be 
losing senior members Lauren Carter and 
Brianna Burkhammer who have both par-
ticipated on the varsity competition squad 
for four years.  
 Recently at the Steivers school of 
arts BHS got first place in their division 
earning them a ride to Denison University 
for the state competition. State will take 
place on Jan. 26 at Denison University and 
all support is appreciated.  

I love this time of the year. It’s the middle of 
winter and we are currently in the middle 
of winter sports seasons too. Swim is doing 
their thing, Girls Basketball is playing well, 
and the Cheerleading squad just qualified 
for the state competition.  
 However, Boys’ Basketball has 
seen their fair share of losing and frus-
tration within the team. The team is 0-12 
and hasn’t come close to bringing home a 
victory. The team is scoring on average 46.3 
points per game but, giving up on average 
64 points per game to their opponents. The 
team’s leading scorer is Maverick Calton 
with 10.6 points per game. 
 The team has had their struggles 
with multiple injuries, slowing down in 
close games, getting torn apart from tip-off 
and just all around not playing together 
like they all know how to do. There is room 
for improvement as there are still a guaran-
teed 11 more games left for the Chieftains. 
Plenty of things to do better, improve on 
and fix before the season closes. Hopefully 
the Chiefs can capitalize and execute their 
game plans.

Senior Athletes 
Stressed for National 
Signing Day
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time is better suited in the work force. 
Students speak very highly of the program. 
Each student is required to write a short 
essay and log all their hours. It is not very 
strenuous and allows you to focus on work 
and other school activities.

by Daja Wilson

by Erin Jackson

by Bri Burkhammer

by Carter Sterling
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Just how 
“Random” 

are random drug tests?
by Bri Burkhammer, Erin Jackson, Karma Williams and Daja Wilson



At Bellefontaine High School we drug test athletes all year round. Students have some opinions on it, includ-
ing that the system is rigged and the testing helps to protect certain sports teams. Although Mr. Comstock the 
athletic director at the high school has something else to say about it. In total 369 students are eligible to be drug 
tested.  To be eligible you must be in a sport of a group the you have to try out to be in, Symphonic Choir, Les 
Fons, and National Honors Society are just a couple of examples. These kids being drug tested can be drug tested 
even when they are out of season. Once you are in the data base you won’t be out until you are graduated.  
 There is a computer system program with corporate health services that randomly selects names. There 
35 names are randomly selected to be tested. Out of those 35 only 12 will be tested. When asked why athletes are 
the only ones tested Comstock said that athletics are a privilege, and the board agreed that it is too much money 
to include the school. It is a belief of Mr. Comstock’s that athletes should be held to a higher standard. In relation 
to the school itself, not many benefits come from it. Although, it benefits the students in preparing them for the 
work life.  
 Throughout the span of a school year they will drug test 4 to 5 times a year. They use a 10-panel drug test 
(including amphetamines, barbiturates, benzodiazepines, cannabis, cocaine, methadone, methaqualone, opioids, 
phencyclidine, and propoxyphene) plus testing for alcohol.  
 Schools including Kenton Ridge (9-12), Kenton (9-12), London (7-12), Urbana (7-12) and North Union 
(9-12). These school are the surrounding of BHS that also drug test. The big difference in London and Urbana’s 
drug testing is they start drug testing kids when they enter 7th grade and are eligible to play school affiliated 
sports. While schools surrounding us, who don’t drug test include Indian Lake, Ben Logan, West Liberty, River-
side, Tecumseh, North Western, Springfield Shawnee, Graham, Johnathan Alder and Marysville.  
 While interviewing two students they had the same opinions even though both had different experiences 
with the drug testing at the high school. One student, Whitney Clayton, has been drug tested once before while 
Alanee Yaeger who has never been drug tested. Both Alanee and Whitney are seniors and have played sports 
all four years of high school. Their opinions consisted of how the “random” choosing was to protect the foot-
ball team and included that they thought the testing was rigged. Whitney believes no one should be drug tested 
while Alanee said that everyone should be drug tested. Either way the lady’s decisions put everyone on the same 
ground and the athlete aren’t singled out.  
 When we asked a student anonymously if the drug testing detoured them from partaking in drugs they 
said, “No not really I am willing to take a risk to have some fun and make memories with friends”. Teenagers will 
do what they want to do no matter the consequences of getting caught. As teen we are always told this will be the 
“time of our life” but along with us being more independent at this age we only bound to make mistakes. Mis-
takes are less expectable in this day then they were 20 or 30 years ago, kids get punished for things that no one 
use to care about back in the day. 
 After researching, and interviewing people we have concluded that the drug testing is indeed random, 
and the luck of the draw. The testing will hopefully prepare us to enter the work force. Although the student body 
and staff have different opinions, they facts are just there that some people are lucky while others are not. 



by Riley Suman

by Byron Sopher

Benjamin Logan High School has host-
ed their first annual “Black & Gold” 
show choir festival on Jan. 12. This 
event was attended by our show choir, 
Les Fons. Many show choirs around the 
area came to participate in this event.
 Sophomore Palmer Neeld 
stated, “It went pretty well overall. I 
thought it was fun and interesting to 
see all the other groups perform.”
 Director Stacy Calton stated, 
“I was really pleased with our students’ 
participation. We haven’t really had 
work on our show for several weeks, 
but with two very short rehearsals we 
were able to bring those songs back to 
our memory and pulled it off.”
 This show is not the first time 
the show choirs have me together, but it 
was a start of a tradition to continue for 
years to come at Ben Logan.

John is surrounded with the sounds of 
football and the scent of roasted coffee 
beans. He did not give any cares for the 
company around him because he was 
concentrated on the fixings of his sau-
sage egg McMuffin and his crossword 
printed on the back of Bellefontaine 
examiner. This was his second day in 
the restaurant.  He didn’t like being at 
home. He told me of his memories, but 
his words faded as though his thoughts 
were lost. All he could think about was 
his past wife. He then went out to his 
car and drove away. 
  I couldn’t help but to try and 
figure out what went wrong. Maybe he 

Culture

Local Choirs 
Work in 
Harmony

John

had an emergency or maybe he had 
errands to run. I cared so much that it 
almost became a distraction. I wanted 
to know more, but I had a job to do. As 
I made my way back into the kitchen 
my manager asked me why he had left. 
I told her that I didn’t know and that 
it was really none of my business. She 
had thought that I upset him. When 
our conversation ended, I headed back 
to the kitchen to food for all of my cus-
tomers. After two hours or so another 
employee came into work ready to fill 
in my position while I resumed my 
duties of manning the front register. 
While I was there, I changed the trash 
and I cleaned up the drink station.  
 Then out of the corner of my 
eye I saw him. He was back for more 
coffee and he also asked me for help 
with his crossword which made me 
feel honored. When my shift ended, I 
sat with him because I thought that he 
might have another interesting story. 

He talked about his old dog which 
he says has been gone for a while. 
Throughout his story I tried finding 
twenty-three across and with a little 
help I was able to get it. It’s a good 
thing that the prince of India doesn’t 
know us because we had a hard time 
finding his name out. After I told him 
the answer to his clues and we finished 
the crossword, he asked me why I was 
so nice to him. I told him it’s simple. I 
think that if you want people to treat 
you with respect, then you should show 
some to others. 
 There are many things I have 
learned about him since we first met, 
and I think that people like him are re-
ally important to society because if not 
for their charismatic personality, then 
people like us wouldn’t understand 
what it’s like to smile because if we can 
do that. Life would be that much more 
enjoyable. 



Earbuds: My Best Buds
by Karma Williams

Imagine you just got out of your hard-
est class, chemistry for example, you 
feel defeated within yourself and want 
to escape. Your one option is your mu-
sic, so you take your headphones out 
and plug into your coping mechanism. 
Then the peace is shattered by a teacher 
yelling at you to take your headphones 
out like your day wasn’t hard enough 
already. Teenagers and adults can agree 
that sometimes you do not feel like 
talking to people. Being alone with 
yourself is sometimes what we need. 
Walk into any choir, orchestra, or band 
to feel the laugh and smiles that music 
gives the students. At Bellefontaine 
High School there is a new rule that 
does not allow students to have head-
phones in while walking the halls or 
in classrooms. Like most rules at BHS, 
some teachers enforce the rules while 
others don’t care. Mr. Core is big about 
having personal interaction, but head-
phones will not affect the ability to say 
hello in passing.  
 School is only one part of a stu-
dent’s day there are 16 other hours in 
the day to protrude the students mind. 
Whether their parents are fighting, 
they do not know where they will sleep 
tonight or stressed about working after 
school. The ability for teenagers today 
to find a healthy coping mechanism 
should be something seen as positive, 
so why are we banning something that 
helps the student body. I believe the 
staff needs to understand the power 
of music and the affects it has on the 
body. Music can improve our mood 
by looking at the world differently and 
being remined of good memories. Even 
some teachers like to play music before, 
after, or when there is downtime is 
class. So why can’t we use the time 
between classes for our music? 
 Music has been scientifical-
ly proven to affect brain, mood, and 
influence things like blood pressure, 

heart rate, and body temperature. 
The reasons for these changes inside 
the body is caused by the increased 
amount of Dopamine released into the 
blood stream. Dopamine is also called 
the “motivation molecule”, it is termed 
this because it is released when we do 
something that is pleasurable to us and 
in reaction to this dopamine makes 
happy. Research has also shown that 
when we listen to music it increases 
immunity-boosting antibodies.... which 
means we stay healthy/ less likely to be 
sick which means better attendance! 
MR. CORE!  
 But enough about the body, 
and maintaining a healthy mind let’s 
get back to what public schools care 
about the most, GRADES! Students 
that listen to music while they study 
tend to get higher test scores with a 
retention rate at 92 percent. Although 
this involved listening to classical or 
instrumental music, not the ghetto rap 
the youngins love today. Sorry sixnine. 
I know some teenagers that frequently 
listen to instrumental so it’s not that 
too far of a stretch to get kids to listen 
to. 
 At the end of the day, music 
is important to the student body and 
should not be taken away. It has a lot of 
positives to the body mind and in daily 
life for students. So, the student body 
should not be terrorized by teachers 
for doing something that benefits them 
in a healthy way in the days of turning 
to drugs and alcohol to cope with your 
problems.  

Sources:
https://education.seattlepi.com/effects-mu-
sic-students-schoolwork-2153.html 

https://www.ashford.edu/online-degrees/stu-
dent-lifestyle/how-does-music-affect-your-brain 

https://www.cdl.org/articles/the-connec-
tions-between-emotions-and-learning/

Opinion



1917: A Believable Look 
at an Unbelievable War

RTX 2060 Super: 
Graphics Card Review

Tony Miele Enlists in 
the Army Reserve

by Brayden Smith by David Bruce by Lily Miele

1917 follows two British soldiers in 
WWI that are given seemingly im-
possible orders. Lance Corporal Will 
Schofield (Geroge MacKay) and Lance 
Corporal Tom Blake (Dean-Charles 
Chapman) get information that the 
Germans have done a tactical retreat to 
their Hindenburg line where they plan 
to overwhelm the British with artillery 
fire. With the field telephone wires 
cut, they must walk to the British line 
to warn them of the planned ambush. 
1917 was co-written and directed by 
Sam Mendes. The movie stars George 
MacKay and Dean-Charles Chapman.
 1917 had moments of action 
but it also had a good story arc. I tend 
to really listen to the music in the 
soundtrack of movies and I love instru-
mental music in movies. The movie 
didn’t have a ton of music in it but I 
will say the music that was in it was 
amazing. Composer Thomas Newman 
really knocked it out of the park for 
me. The movie also had a few beautiful 
locations in it.
 While its story was similar to 
most war movies, it was still odd in a 
way because it wasn’t focused on the 
front line. It was focused on running 
through No Man’s Land which really 
shows the horrors of war. Showing 
things like piles of rotting human and 
horse corpses along with the rats feast-
ing on them.
 One thing I did not really like 
is that they made the Germans over-
ly evil in the movie. They would just 
mindlessly kill, like in a scene where 
they were machine-gunning entire 
fields of cattle. There were also moment 
where the camera work felt unnecessar-
ily fancy, panning through the scenery 
before arriving on the character. But 
by doing this technique, it gave them a 
chance to add mystery to some scenes. 
But this technique kept me interest-
ed in this good war movie. I would 
recommend it for anyone who has an 
interested in WWI.

Picture yourself playing any VR game. 
Now picture it with your graphics 
settings on max with a good framerate. 
The RTX 2060 Super (or sometimes 
called RTX 2060S) is a graphics card 
produced by Nvidia and released in 
July of 2019. The graphics card stands 
with a MSRP price tag of $400. To 
some, that is a large price tag for a com-
puter part. To the others, it just means 
a higher quality for a higher price. In 
my opinion, it is a graphics card that is 
very well worth the cost. When using 
the RTX 2060S, I could have my graph-
ic setting to the max and the 2060S 
would comply without complaint.
 The RTX 2060S is an up-
per-end graphics card that is capable 
of ray tracing, or pushing your games 
graphics past the max settings. This 
is normally done through mods. The 
clock speed of the RTX 2060 Super is 
1470 MHz normal. The boosted clock 
speed is 1650 MHz. It also features 8 
GB of DDR6 memory. Its max reso-
lution output is 7680 x 4320, which 
is higher than 4K. It is also capable of 
supporting 4 monitors at a time.
 When I purchased this graph-
ics card, I was very excited to get it 
unboxed and in my computer. I wasn’t 
able to take advantage of the higher 
than 4K resolution, due to my older flat 
screen TV. When the computer booted 
up and recognized the new graph-
ics card, the first game I loaded was 
Minecraft. Yes. Minecraft. The reason 
being is that I use an excellent shader 
for Minecraft titled SEUS. I was able to 
drive the shaders to almost the highest 
settings, and the RTX 2060S was able to 
handle the task with a moderate fram-
erate. When it came to my other games, 
I was able to run almost all of them 
on max graphics settings. If you are a 
computer genius, a computer hobbyist 
or whatever, if you consider getting this 
graphics card, don’t let the price deter 
you from a good fun gameplay experi-
ence.
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Tony Miele, student at Bellefontaine 
High School has enlisted in the United 
States Army Reserve. He has been plan-
ning on this venture ever since he was 
young. There were other professions in 
the military that he considered prior 
to deciding on Engineering; however, 
he kept returning to Engineering as his 
desired MOS. 
 Miele plans on becoming an 
engineer during his time in the mili-
tary. Anthony has become part of the 
12 Tango Unit based out of Monclova 
Ohio. After graduation in May, Antho-
ny will be stationed at Fort John Wood 
Missouri for basic training starting in 
August of 2020; this is also where he 
will complete his AIT training specific 
for his unit.  
 His mother Amanda Miele says 
“He will celebrate his 18th birthday in 
basic training. He leaves Aug. 24, and 
aside from periodic visits home, will be 
back home in Ohio between the end of 
February, beginning of March 2021”. 
 “I’m incredibly proud of Tony.” 
Amanda states. “Anthony has made 
strives to become an upstanding young 
man and it shows in his decision to 
become part of the U.S Military”.


